
In January 2015, the ADM Institute 
for the Prevention of Postharvest Loss 
launched a research project in Bihar, India. 
“Reduction of Postharvest Loss through 
Community Participation” is a collaborative 
project between Bihar Agricultural Univer-
sity, Sabour (BAU), Rajendra Agricultural 
University, Samastipur (RAU) and the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Postharvest loss (PHL) is a substantial 
problem in India, particularly in impover-
ished agricultural states like Bihar. Bihar is 
one of the most populous states of India, 
and agriculture is the major source of daily 
income for nearly 80 percent of the state’s 
population. About one-third of the crop is 
lost in postharvest operations, including 
drying, cleaning, storage, transportation, 
and milling. Poor management practices, 
lack of infrastructure and technology, lack 
of grading at farm level, multiple handling 
points, and poor marketing systems are 
some of the major factors responsible for 
these losses. 

PHL increases food prices and reduces 

farm income, particularly for smallholder 
farmers (SHF) who have little access to 
credit, and little capacity for storage. 

The focus of this project is to address 
these problems by evaluating losses at 
various stages of supply chain, identifying 
suitable processing techniques, quality 
measurement and market penetration 
intervention methods to establish a path in 
the supply chain to enhance food quality 
and preservation. An interdisciplinary in-
ternational group of investigators, bringing 
expertise from engineering, agriculture, 
and economics disciplines, will determine 
technical solutions matching market con-
straints.  

Focusing on small farms 
The work will focus on PHL reduction 

of wheat, maize, rice and lentil crops 
in the districts of Samastipur Begusarai, 
Bhagalpur, and Purnea in the state of Bihar, 
India. The first objective of the project is to 
develop and conduct a baseline household 
survey to assess the cultural, technological 
and economic aspects of postharvest loss in 
the state of Bihar. The survey will provide 
information on the current practices and 
challenges in the crop value chain, help in 

identifying and measuring the constraints 
imposed by market structure and govern-
ment policy. 

The second phase of the project will 
identify and evaluate the technology 
interventions that have potential for high 
impact on PHL and that may be suitable 
for smallholder farmers, local communities 
and specific crops.  

The third part of the project is to survey 
the desired crop characteristics and docu-
mentation of value chains that can provide 
profit to SHF in addition to reducing PHL. 
The final component of the project focuses 
on developing information and communi-
cation technology methods to facilitate the 
implementation, monitoring, evaluation ... 

Continued on page 2
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Registration open for International PHL Congress
Abstracts have been rolling in, and 

excitement is starting to build for the First 
International Congress on Postharvest Loss 
Prevention. 

This groundbreaking international meet-
ing, which will be held on October 4-7 
in Rome, Italy, will convene members of 
the global community who are dedicated to 
food loss prevention. 

Attendees can choose technical sessions 
from four categories:

• Postharvest loss status and emerging 
issues;

• Intervention strategies for PHL 
mitigation;

• Measurement methods and metrics 
of PHL; and,

• Education platform and decision 
support.

The program will include high-level 
speakers, panel discussions, oral and poster 
presentations, networking sessions, exhibi-
tions, receptions and a participant banquet.  

The two-and-a-half day event will feature 
case studies, research, field knowledge, and 
technologies from around the world. Con-
gress participants will produce a roadmap 
that outlines action steps moving forward 
from the event for reducing losses globally.

A wide variety of stakeholders will 
come together at the conference – policy 
makers, businesses, producers, research 
experts, government/private/internation-
al organizations, and funding agencies. 

Critical perspectives will be provided 
from researchers, funders, coordinators, 
and implementers of PHL prevention 
efforts. 

The Congress is being organized with 
strong support and contribution from 
several organizations, including the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO), Rockefeller Foundation, John 
Deere Company, Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, United States Agency for 
International Development, University of 
Illinois, and several others.

Continued from page 1
... and dissemination of the interventions 
conducted with SHF in the field.

Illinois researchers began work in Janu-
ary to develop the household survey. Two 
faculty members, Dr. Kent Rausch and 
Dr. Kathy Baylis, visited Bihar in March to 

meet faculty members of agricultural uni-
versities in Bihar, visit the selected commu-
nities, and train the enumerators. 

ADMI Director Dr. Prasanta Kalita and 
other faculty members will visit the sites 
in the summer and plan to implement new 
technologies for the next harvest season. 

Working with communities to reduce PHL in Bihar

University of Illinois faculty and students with local farmers in Bihar and researchers from 
Bihar Agricultural University. Credit: ADMI/K. Baylis-K. Rausch

Get involved!
Visit the congress website to register 
to attend: phlcongress.illinois.edu

Keep up with news on social media: 
Twitter: @phl_institute 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
phlinstitute

ITRA Proposal
The ADM Institute research team, 

associated faculty, and Dr. John Hart 
from Beckman Institute at Illinois 
assisted the researchers from RAU and 
BAU to develop a “PHL Reduction” 
proposal for the Information Technol-
ogy Research Academy (ITRA) in the 
focus area of “IT Based Transformation 
in Indian Agriculture and Food”. 

The aim of the proposal is to iden-
tify and address the local PHL issues 
in Bihar by implementing, monitoring 
and evaluating the interventions using 
information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) systems.

For more information about ADMI 
projects in Bihar, contact Dr. Deepak 
Kumar at kumard@illinois.edu.

http://phlcongress.illinois.edu
https://twitter.com/phl_institute
http://www.facebook.com/phlinstitute
http://www.facebook.com/phlinstitute
mailto:kumard%40illinois.edu?subject=


Spring 2015  Vol. 5 Issue 1  Page 3

Feed the Future Innovation Lab funded in Bangladesh
The ADM Institute for the Prevention 

of Postharvest Loss has funded Bangladesh 
Agricultural University at Mymensingh for 
a research project focused on rice value 
chain development.

The project is part of the Feed the 
Future Innovation Lab for the Reduction 
of Postharvest Loss program, of which the 
ADM Institute is the lead for the Bangla-
desh component. 

The project will cover three aspects in 
the rice value chain:

• Mycotoxin production in paddy 
during postharvest operations;

• Appropriate drying technologies for 
paddy; and,

• Appropriate paddy storage technol-
ogies for farm households. 

In Bangladesh, rice grains are mostly 
stored in the porous gunny sacks. In hot 
and humid weather, rice grains are often 
infected by mold, which leads to the 
production of mycotoxins. The loss of rice 

grain or seed to mycotoxins development 
is a major concern in Bangladesh, and there 
is a demand for establishing a national 
database on mycotoxins production in rice 
grains. 

This project will help form the database 
through conducting a baseline survey on 
mycotoxins development in Boro paddy, 
and will also result in establishment of 
laboratory facilities to conduct research on 
detection and remediation of mycotoxins. 

Most of the postharvest losses of grain 
crops happen during the drying and storage 
operations. Farmers in Bangladesh experi-
ence huge losses of paddy due to delayed 
or improper drying caused by inadequate 
knowledge and drying facilities. It is 
necessary to adapt drying technologies for 
paddy at the level of small-scale traders and 
farmers to reduce postharvest losses and 
produce high-quality paddy seed. 

The efforts from these projects will 
focus to identify suitable and economically 

feasible household storage options, solar 
and mechanical drying technologies, and 
engage local business people and workers 
in development of these technologies. 

Dr. Prasanta Kalita, director of the ADM 
Institute, along with the Innovation Lab’s 
managing technical director, Dr. Venkat 
Reddy, traveled to Bangladesh and India in 
January 2015 to meet with the faculty of 
BAU and local institutions, visit research 
activity sites, and plan research work.

Since January 2014, the ADM Institute 
for the Prevention of Postharvest Loss 
(ADMI) has been conducting a project 
with financial support from the Rockefel-
ler Foundation. Lead by project investiga-
tor Dr. Steve Sonka, the project team has 
focused on three challenges: 

1. Learnings of successful interven-
tions along food supply chains for 
reducing waste and spoilage;

2. What needs to happen to scale 
promising solutions; as well as

3. Issues, challenges, skills, and capa-
bilities that smallholder farmers, 
especially female smallholders, need 
to prioritize.

Over the past year, the project team 
reviewed previous projects on postharvest 
interventions. They also conducted a net-
work survey to collect information from 
postharvest loss professionals on the suc-
cessful interventions that have resulted in 
reducing harvest and postharvest loss. The 
project team further conducted case stud-

ies on successful interventions to analyze 
the elements which led to their success. 
The cases were suggested by experts or 
identified through the network survey.

In addition to examining successful in-
terventions, the project team collaborated 
with Dr. Marvin Paulsen and the Mod-
ernizing Extension and Advisory Services 
(MEAS) team at the University of Illinois 
to review the principles of storage and 
extension programs, respectively. Storage 
has been identified as an important entry 
stage to mitigate postharvest loss in many 
major reports, and extension programs are 
essential in sustaining postharvest interven-
tions.

These principles will be helpful to pro-
vide guidance for implementing posthar-
vest interventions. The project team also 
conducted a review on gender and posthar-
vest loss. Although the gender element has 
been constantly brought up in development 
projects, the information is scattered and 
is usually hidden in projects. The project 

team aimed to provide a comprehensive 
review on gender and postharvest loss to 
fill the knowledge gap.

Outcomes
The outcomes and knowledge gained 

from this project will be discussed in a 
series of blog posts. The first two posts are 
currently available on the ADM Institute 
blog, located at http://publish.illinois.
edu/phlinstitute/.

Sonka talked about some key elements 
addressed in the project in a video pro-
duced for the Alliance for a Green Revolu-
tion Forum 2014.

A learning journey with the Rockefeller Foundation

Information
For more information about the 

project, please contact Dr. Prasanta 
Kalita (pkalita@illinois.edu) or Dr. 
Deepak Kumar (kumard@illinois.
edu). 

For information about the Innova-
tion Lab, visit reducephl.org

Information
For more information about the 

Rockfeller project outcomes, view the 
ADMI YouTube channel and the ADMI 
blog. 

Subscribe to the blog or YouTube 
channel to receive the latest updates.

http://publish.illinois.edu/phlinstitute/
http://publish.illinois.edu/phlinstitute/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyVXiZ5uBew
mailto:pkalita%40illinois.edu?subject=
mailto:kumard@illinois.edu
mailto:kumard@illinois.edu
http://www.reducephl.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/PHLInstitute
http://publish.illinois.edu/phlinstitute/
http://publish.illinois.edu/phlinstitute/
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‘PHL 101’ online course draws worldwide learners 

In December 2014, the ADM Institute 
hosted government officials from China 
for an on-site training program on food 
loss and waste reduction. Through faculty 
expert lectures and site visits to local 
farms and facilities, the 10-day program 
presented an overview of the global food 
security crisis, available postharvest tech-
nologies for loss reduction along the food 
supply chain, current practices, policies, 
and education on food loss and food waste 
reduction in the United States, and the 
ADM Institute’s efforts on reducing post-
harvest loss. 

The training program aimed to help 

participants understand this global issue 
and share U.S. experiences in advancing 
food security.

Attendees included government repre-
sentatives from the State Administration 
of Grain (SAG) in China and its associated 
entities, including the Academy of State 
Administration of Grain (ASAG) and 
SAG’s provincial offices and representa-
tives from two grain and oil companies. 
Most of the trainees were engineers or 
managers. 

Since 2013, the Chinese government has 
brought attention to food loss and ...

Continued on page 7

Do you know postharvest loss is a 
problem, but don’t know where to go from 
there? Are you interested in learning more 
about specific issues in the broad frame-
work of food security, rural development, 
and sustainability? Students of the first free 
massive online open course (MOOC) on 
postharvest loss prevention started out in 
the same way. 

On February 2, the ADM Institute 
launched a new course via Coursera, 
“Global Postharvest Loss Prevention: 
Fundamentals, Technologies, and Actors”. 
The one-month course drew nearly 4,000 
participants from 153 countries.

Informally referred to as “PHL 101”, the 
course targeted four key knowledge areas: 
an overview of postharvest loss; supply 
chain activities including harvesting, dry-
ing, and storage; economics and markets; 
and an introduction to the network of 

actors working in the field of PHL pre-
vention. Learners, or course participants, 
from all backgrounds and professions were 
exposed to the most fundamental topics 
and concepts to understand about posthar-
vest loss. 

The Coursera learning platform com-
bines lecture videos by faculty experts, 
readings, videos, assessments, and commu-
nity forums to create an interactive learn-
ing experience. Students benefit both from 
the wide variety of resources offered in the 
course, as well as from the participation of 
their peers worldwide in discussions and 
assessments within the course community.

Course returns this summer
The ADM Institute will offer the course 

for the second time in summer 2015. 
Information about the course, course 
materials, and course discussions from the 
previous offering can all be accessed by 
joining at coursera.org/course/posthar-
vestloss. 

Those who are interested can sign up to 
receive an email announcement about the 
next course offering at the same address. 
Under “sessions”, change the date to “fu-
ture sessions” and click “add to watchlist”.  
For more information, contact the institute 
at postharvestinstitute@illinois.edu.

Did you know?
Coursera is a leading provider of MOOCs, 

partnering with top universities and organi-
zations worldwide to offer courses online for 
anyone to take. The University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign partnered with Coursera 
in the summer of 2012, the first U.S. land-
grant institution to join the consortium of 
more than a dozen global universities.

A screenshot from the PHL 101 Coursera opening page. Anyone can join for free by clicking 
the blue button in the bottom right corner.

Chinese officials visit Illinois to learn about food waste 

SAG Training Topics
• Global food security crisis;
• Measuring postharvest loss;
• Effects of postharvest practices and 

grain quality on dry grind and etha-
nol production;

• Effects of postharvest practices and 
grain quality on corn milling;

• U.S. supply chain efficiency;
• U.S. public-private partnership for 

PHL prevention; and,
• Education and extension on food 

security challenges in the U.S.

https://www.coursera.org/course/postharvestloss
http://coursera.org/course/postharvestloss
http://coursera.org/course/postharvestloss
mailto:postharvestinstitute%40illinois.edu?subject=
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Students compare PHL issues in regions of India

For the fourth year in a row, the ADM 
Institute sponsored undergraduate students 
to study postharvest losses in supply chains 
in India. Led by Professor Udatta Palekar, 
University of Illinois College of Business 
faculty member and director of the supply 
chain management program, this year’s 

group observed different elements of 
value chains and marketplaces in Chennai 
and Delhi. Students from the College of 
Business and College of Agricultural, Con-
sumer, and Environmental Sciences (ACES) 
participate in the program over their 
semester breaks to visit a new place or 
observe class concepts in real life. Thanks 
to the interaction participants have with 
local resident, students leave India with a 
deeper understanding and appreciation for 
the country. 

Beginning in and around Chennai, a large 
city in the southern state of Tamil Nadu, 
students observed stages of the rice supply 
chain and what problems participants 
face. With support from the Marketplace 
Literacy Project led by Illinois professor 
Madhu Viswanathan, students conducted 
interviews of local farmers, facility man-
agers, government officials, vendors, and 
non-governmental organization leaders. 
They found that even when losses are 

clearly visible, such as rice spilling from 
gunny sacks stacked up at a mill, farmers 
don’t identify it as an issue they can do any-
thing about. In agricultural systems around 
the world, postharvest losses are viewed as 
given to occur because there are few ways 
to prevent them.

 Students also 
saw that losses are 
not always physi-
cal. At Koyambedu 
Wholesale Market, 
the largest in Asia, 
the students learned 
through talking with 
vendors that as the 
day goes on and 
prices are lowered to 
finish selling the day’s 
product, they com-
monly experience 
economic losses.  

The group also 
visited farms and 

facilities in northern India, giving the stu-
dents the chance to observe size, crop, and 
management differences between agricul-
tural systems in the south and north. At Pa-
nipat, a city in the wheat-producing state, 
Haryana, students visited a grain mandi 
and learned 
about how 
grains are 
marketed 
and the role 
of commis-
sion agents 
in buying 
and sell-
ing crops. 
Agents face 
issues with 
maintaining 
grain quality 
in storage 
due to rats, 
rodents, and 

thieves, and must rely on their relation-
ships to ensure the grain moves through 
the supply chain in good condition.

Postharvest losses is a main emphasis of 
the program, but the students’ learning 
extends beyond the fields, to the sites and 
locales where they are exposed to Indian 
culture, hospitality, and history. The oppor-
tunity to visit the Taj Mahal, eat authentic 
dosas, curries, and parathas, and talk 
music, movies, and cricket with students at 
Indian universities is, for many, a once-in-
a-lifetime experience. 

This year’s group was the first to visit a 
production plant of the Indian car manu-
facturer, Maruti-Suzuki, where they spoke 
directly with the vice president of supply 
chain management on the future of the 
multi-national company. 

In a rapidly changing world, Palekar 
explained to his students, the probability 
of doing business in India is high for today’s 
U.S. college graduate. In this way, the 
program is an invaluable experience for 
Illinois students.

Prof. Udatta Palekar explains how rice is harvested to Joel Hood, 
junior, at a farm outside of Chennai, India. Credit: ADMI/K. Wozniak

Study tour allows real-world observations 
of supply chains in action

The supply chain study trip group visiting the Taj Mahal in Agra, India. 
Credit: ADMI/K. Wozniak

Read more online
You can read about the experience 

from the students’ perspectives in blog 
posts written by this year’s study trip 
participants by visiting: http://bit.ly/
phlstudentblogs 

http://bit.ly/phlstudentblogs
http://bit.ly/phlstudentblogs
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Study of soybean, maize losses in Brazil published

Availability of reliable and consistent 
data on postharvest losses of crops is a ma-
jor challenge in identifying priority areas, 
technology interventions, policy needs and 
finding solutions to reduce losses. 

A research team from University of Illi-
nois and three universities in Brazil (Uni-
versidade Federal de Viçosa, Universidade 
Federal de Goiás, and Federal University 
of Mato Grosso), led 
by Dr. Marvin Paulsen, 
professor in the Illinois 
Department of Agri-
cultural and Biological 
Engineering, completed 
a study to estimate the 
losses during combine 
harvesting of soybeans 
and corn in Brazil. 

This study was part 
of the “Measurement, 
Documentation and 
Postharvest Processing 
for the Prevention of 
Postharvest Losses of Soybeans and Corn” 
project, funded by the ADM Institute for 

the Prevention of Postharvest Loss. 
Soybeans and corn are major 

crops in Brazil, with about 73.0 
million tonnes of corn and 66.5 
million tonnes of soybeans report-
ed in year 2011-12. Measuring 
the losses at each stage of value 
chain is important to identify the 
operations requiring immediate 
attention. 

The study focused on the esti-
mation of pre-harvest and com-

bine losses, with 
overall objectives 
to determine to-
tal harvest losses 
for combines 
harvesting corn and soy-
beans, and to identify the 
magnitudes and variabili-
ty of components of total 
loss for these combines.

Pre-harvest and com-
bine losses were esti-
mated using the method 
developed by Embrapa, 
a state-owned company 

affiliated with the Brazilian Ministry of 
Agriculture. Combine losses were obtained 
by subtracting any pre-harvest losses from 
total harvest losses. Pre-harvest losses are 
mainly because of lodging and shattering 
in case of soybeans, and lodging and ears 
dropping from plants in case of corn. 

Losses
Eight different combines were tested for 

soybean harvesting and 11 for corn in the 
states of Goiás and Mato Grosso. 

The combine losses for soybeans ranged 
from 47.4 to 260.5 kg/ha (1.2% to 5.5% 
of yield), with header loss as the primary 
contributor. In the case of soybeans, five 
of the eight combines caused more than 
3% of yield losses, the maximum losses 
allowed for acceptable performance of the 
combine as per U.S. guidelines. For corn, 
total combine losses ranged from 36.2 to 
320.6 kg/ha (0.3% to 3.6% of yield). 

The losses were significantly higher in 
case of lodged crop conditions. 

Conclusions
It was concluded that combine harvest-

ing at high moisture (more than 14%) and 
at low combine ground speed can reduce 
shattering and stubble losses in soybean, 
two of the biggest losses during the har-
vesting. Careful combine operation and 
adjustments by the operator can save about 
2 bags/ha of soybeans, with an operator 
hourly value of USD $238 to $277.

Continuing work
As an extension of this work, research-

ers will explore opportunities for future 
field measurements of postharvest losses 
through a comprehensive survey of small-
holder farmers in Paraná state and explor-
atory data collection in Mato Grosso. The 
survey will help  to compare and contrast 
smallholder agriculture in two areas of 
Brazil that are major producers of soybeans 
and corn.

Want to learn more?
Detailed results of the study were pub-

lished recently in the Applied Engineering 
in Agriculture journal: Paulsen, M.R. et al. 
(2014) Measurement of combine losses for 
corn and soybean in Brazil. 

Applied Engineering in Agriculture, 
30(6): 841-855.

Data will help identify 
possible interventions

The center star identifies the state of Mato 
Grosso, directly to the right of it is the state 
of Goiás, the two states where the study took 
place. 

Researchers picking for corn ker-
nel losses in a 2-square-meter area. 
Credit: ADMI/Paulsen et. al.

A Case IH combine at work in a field in Brazil. Ad-
justments to combine speed can make a difference in 
yield results. Credit: ADMI/Paulsen et. al.
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ADM Institute recent and upcoming activities 

Continued from page 4 
... food waste issues along the supply chain 
and their significance in advancing food 
security. Grain production in China has 
been growing in the past decade. Howev-
er, more than 50 million metric tons of 
food is lost or wasted each year. With the 
reduction of food loss, people in China 
would have more food, and use of scarce 
resources, such as land and water, could be 
more efficient. In March 2014, the Chinese 
government further issued a high-level 
memo against food loss and food waste, 
urging government agencies to reduce food 
loss and food waste along the supply chain, 
recycle and reuse food residues, educate 
people on food loss and food waste reduc-
tion, and establish policies on food loss and 

Food loss training attendees from the China are pictured above with ADMI Director Dr. 
Prasanta Kalita and other Illinois faculty members. Credit: ADMI/C. Cheng

ADMI hosts food loss training at Illinois
food waste. Learning from other countries’ 
experiences and practices is essential for 

government to establish the strategies for 
food loss and food waste reduction.

October 
16-18: The ADM Institute hosted its an-
nual External Advisory Board at the 2014 
World Food Prize in Des Moines, Iowa, 
and a panel discussion, “Partnerships & 
Collaboration for Global Postharvest Loss 
Prevention” featuring senior experts from 
academic, philanthropic, and government 
institutions. Read more here. 

December 
7-8: Kari Wozniak, ADMI program coor-
dinator, attended the 2014 Global Land-
scapes Forum, a leading conference on ag-
riculture, land use, and forestry that results 
in high-level recommendations to climate 
change negotiators. This year the event was 
held in Lima, Peru. Learn more here.
3-10: The ADM Institute hosted 21 gov-
ernment officials from China for a train-
ing program on food loss and waste. The 
delegation came from the State Adminis-
tration of Grain, an agency that provides 
guidelines for the development of the grain 
industry and the administration of national 
grain reserves.  

January
8-10: ADM Institute Director Prasanta 
Kalita traveled to Bangladesh, a coun-
try project site for the Feed the Future 

PHL Innovation Lab for the Reduction 
of Post-harvest Losses to meet with local 
partners on project progress. Read more 
about the Innovation Lab here. 
1-22: Kalita traveled to multiple locations 
in India to expand work on a new project 
in Bihar, India. He met with partners from 
the Indian Council of Agricultural Re-
search, the Borlaug Institute for South Asia, 
Nalanda University, and other U.S. and 
Indian government officials. 

February
2-27: The ADM Institute launched a 
massive online open course on postharvest 
loss prevention, titled “Global Postharvest 
Loss Prevention: Fundamentals, Technolo-
gies, Actors”. The first class included 4,000 
students from 153 countries. 

March 
17-26: Kalita met with partners in Brazil, 
including ADM Brazil, University Federal 
Vicosa, and University of Sao Paulo, to 
discuss future research initiatives on PHL 
reduction in Brazil. The ADM Institute 
has done significant foundational research 
in Brazil, and plans to expand on these 
efforts. 
19-28: Wozniak co-chaperoned an ADM 
Institute-sponsored trip, the 2015 Agricul-

tural Supply Chains and Postharvest Losses 
in India course. Wozniak assisted Professor 
Udatta Palekar in leading 18 undergradu-
ates to observe supply chain inefficiencies 
through visits and interviews at multiple 
fields, facilities, and markets.

April
16: Kalita attended the 2015 Chicago 
Council Global Food Security Sympo-
sium in Washington, D.C., U.S. This year’s 
theme focused on nutrition, during which 
aflatoxins were highlighted as a serious 
human and animal health risk. 
25-May 1: Kalita and  Wozniak visited 
Europe to meet with organizing partners 
for the PHL Congress in Rome and in 
other partners in Switzerland, including 
Hans Joehr at Nestle, Inc., and Georgina 
Bingham at Vestergaard Frandsen. They 
were joined by Dr. Neal Merchen, Associ-
ate Dean of Research for the University of 
Illinois College of Agricultural, Consumer 
and Environmental Sciences. 

May
29:  The ADM Institute will host a special 
meeting of its External Advisory Board in 
Chicago, Illinois, U.S., to discuss plans for 
the International Congress and the next 
five years of the ADM Institute. 

http://publish.illinois.edu/phlinstitute/2014/11/03/panel-discusses-what-matters-in-phl-partnerships/
http://www.landscapes.org/glf-2014/
http://www.reducephl.org/
https://www.coursera.org/course/postharvestloss
https://www.coursera.org/course/postharvestloss
https://www.coursera.org/course/postharvestloss
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 Phone
 217-333-5115
 Email
 postharvestinstitute@illinois.edu

Address
144 National Soybean Research Center, MC 637
1101 W. Peabody Dr.
Urbana, IL 61801

Meet the staff of the ADM Institute

Sarah Bingaman 
Schwartz joined the 
ADM Institute team as 
the communications 
coordinator in April 2015. 
Sarah grew up on a farm 
in southwest Iowa, and 

graduated from the University of Northern 
Iowa. She has a background as a newspaper 
reporter and copy editor, and as a school 
district communications specialist.

Dr. Prasanta Kalita is 
the director of the ADM 
Institute for the Pre-
vention of Postharvest 
Loss and a professor and 
leader of the Soil & Water 
Resources Engineer-

ing Division in Agricultural & Biological 
Engineering Department at the University 
of Illinois. He currently also serves as the 
Assistant Dean of Research in the College 
of Agricultural, Consumer and Environ-
mental Sciences (ACES) and a Distin-
guished Teacher-Scholar at the University 
of Illinois.

The ADM Institute had 
three interns this year. 
Elizabeth Engele is 
a senior in the College 
of Business majoring in 
supply chain management 
and marketing. Kevin 
Glauber is a senior in 
the College of ACES 
agricultural and consumer 
economics program. 
Hitarth Patel is a fresh-
man in the agricultural 
and biological engineering 
program. The student 
interns have supported 
the staff in a number of 
ways, including social 
networking on Twitter and 
Facebook and coordinat-
ing PHL in the News.

Dr. Deepak Kumar is 
a postdoctoral research 
associate at the ADM 
Institute. He joined the in-
stitute in December 2014, 
after completing his Ph.D. 
in biological and ecologi-

cal engineering at Oregon State University, 
Corvallis. Deepak works with colleagues 
at the University of Illinois to develop and 
advance the institute’s research projects in 
developing countries, especially India and 
Bangladesh.

Barbara Russell joined 
the ADM Institute staff as 
office manager in October 
2012, and has been with 
the university since 1999. 
Before coming to ADMI, 
she worked in the office 

of the Associate Provost for International 
Affairs and the ACES Office of Research.

Kari Wozniak is the 
program coordinator at 
the ADM Institute and has 
been with the institute 
since September 2012. She 
manages institute projects 
and initiatives, is a liaison 

to external partners, and leads student 
engagement efforts. Kari received her 
undergraduate degree from Illinois.

The ADM Institute for the 
Prevention of Postharvest Loss

Dr. Steve Sonka is the 
research professor at the 
ADM Institute and an 
emeritus professor of ag-
ricultural management at 
the University of Illinois. 
Steve is the principal in-

vestigator of the Global Learning Assess-
ment Project, leading the strategy and 
vision for the project as it progresses. His 
teaching and research emphasize strategic 
change and decision making in the food 
and agribusiness sector.

Global Learning 
Assessment Project

Yu-Tien (Casey) Cheng 
is a research analyst at 
the ADM Institute. She 
joined the institute in May 
2012 as a graduate intern 
and was appointed to her 
current role in Novem-

ber 2013. Casey is working on the Global 
Learning Assessment Project. She analyzed 
previous projects and conducted a survey 
to collect information on successful imple-
mentations.

Grace Kenney is a proj-
ect assistant at the ADM 
Institute. She has been 
with the institute since its 
inception in 2011, initially 
as an intern. Grace is 
working on the Global 

Learning Assessment Project – conducting 
case studies on successful implementations 
of postharvest loss reduction and analyzing 
the gender element in postharvest loss.
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